 
COBAS call for a general strike in Italy for the 28 January 2011
 

 

The liberist economic and political power which has dragged Italy and part of the world in the worst crisis of the postwar years, rather than paying for its disruptive doing, is trying to dismantle the remains of social  political and trade union achievements  of the waged and the popular sectors. Over the last 2 year period Berlusconi government , on the wake of Prodi  centre- left, has cancelled hundreds of thousand jobs  in factories and the public sector  (starting with state school: 140 thousand job loss and mass expulsion of casual teachers), has made temporary employment and poor life conditions gigantic, has forced catastrophic “reforms” of State School and Universities, has blocked  contracts in the public sector  and with the Brunetta law has “seized” wage bargaining and labor and union rights, as a general fact due to the “collegato lavoro”. At the same time, the Fiat gang leader Marchionne is leading the assault of parasitical and sharply reactionary ruling class  against what  is left of workers’ rights, by experimenting at Fiat the transformation of workers into “new-slaves” of employers’ will. In the last few weeks, though,  the antiliberism movement has risen its head  and, thanks to the major contribution of the student movement,  fighting against the degrading Gelmini “reforms” , it  is delineating a potential social front against the government and  employers. The fascist like accord that Marchionne, with the Government support and that of the “would be” parliamentary opposition (with PD in primis) and collaborationist trade unions Cisl and Uil , wants to impose on Mirafiori - after the dreadful  deal of Pomigliano - can be the straw that breaks the camel’s back. 

As COBAS we are working  so that the shameful contract is rejected by a referendum NO from FIAT workers but we also consider  crucial to extend to all workers the strike that Fiom has called for metalworkers on the 28 January . The request made by Fiom to to call for a general strike will never be accepted as Cgil shares liberist politics , has signed every “submission”  to the ruling class and governments , and it has been the main responsible , with Cisl and Uil, for the destruction of union rights and the right to strike, first to the detriments of COBAS and rank and file unions then of all those who did not accept “compromising” politics.
It is up to COBAS  the responsibility to call for a general strike of all workers of the public and private sectors  for the entire day on the 28 of January, also replying the strong requests of “extending” the strike coming from the students movement and from many structures of social, local and environmental conflict. On the 28 of January let’s bring into play the widest social front to beat the arrogance of employers and the government , to unmask the fake opposition in parliament and collaborationist trade unions, to gain back jobs, income , pensions, social and public structures starting with school,  health service,  transport and energy, common goods ( water in primis) , political, social and union rights.
 

MAKE THEM PAY FOR THEIR CRISIS 
Piero Bernocchi  
national spokesman of COBAS 
13/1/2011
 

